
 

 

 

Town of Garland 

 Local Food Sovereignty Ordinance 
 

Section 1. Title and Authority: 
 
 This ordinance is titled the “Town of Garland Local Food Sovereignty Ordinance,” and is 
enacted pursuant to the Town’s home rule authority, as provided in 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3001; the 
Constitution of Maine, Article VIII, Part Second; and 7 M.R.S.A. § 284, all as may be amended 
from time to time.  
 
Section 2. Purpose: 
 
 The purpose of this ordinance is to allow direct producer-to-consumer food or food 
product transactions within the Town in accordance with Maine Revised Statues Title 7 Chapter 
8-F Sections 281 – 286, known as the Maine Food Sovereignty Act, which allows certain non-
licensed direct food transactions between producer and consumer. 
 
Section 3. Definitions: 
 
 The following terms shall have the same meaning as set forth in Title 7 M.R.S.A. § 282, 
as may be amended from time to time: 
 

1.) Consumer.  “Consumer” means an individual who is the last person to purchase any 
food or food product for consumption directly from a producer or processor and who 
does not resell the food or food product. 
 

2.) Direct producer-to-consumer transaction. “Direct producer-to-consumer transaction” 
means a face-to-face transaction involving food or food products at the site of 
production of those food or food products. 
 

3.) Food or Food Products. “Food or food products” means food or food products intended 
for human consumption, including, but not limited to, milk or milk products, meat or 
meat products, poultry or poultry products, fish or fish products, seafood or seafood 
products, cider or juice, acidified foods or canned fruits or vegetables.  *(See section 4, 
paragraph 2 of this ordinance for exclusions.) 
 

4.) Producer.  “Producer” means a farmer or gardener who grows, raises or processes any 
plant or animal for food or drink. 
 

5.) Site of Production. “Site of production” means a premises controlled by the producer 
where food or food products are produced, such as a farm, homestead, or home 



 

 

kitchen.  The term does not include a farmer’s market, community social event, or other 
public venue that does not occur at the site of production. 

 
Section 4.  Licensure and Inspection: 
       

1.) Exemption.  Notwithstanding any other provision of the ordinances of the Town of 
Garland to the contrary, producers, growers, and processors of food or food products in 
the Town are exempt from licensure and inspection with respect to their direct 
producer-to-consumer transactions conducted exclusively at the site of production. 

 
2.) Exclusion of meat, meat products, poultry, and poultry products. This ordinance does 

not apply to any transactions involving meat, meat products, poultry, or poultry 
products, as those terms are defined in 22 M.R.S.A. § 2511, as may be amended from 
time to time.  All such transactions remain subject to state inspection and licensing 
pursuant to Chapter 562-A of Title 22 of the Maine Revised Statutes and the rules 
adopted thereunder, both as may be amended from time to time. 
  

3.) Inspection of production site. It is strongly recommended that producers allow 
consumers to view the production site. 

 
Section 5.  Enforcement; Violations: 
 
 This ordinance shall be enforced by the code enforcement officer.  Violations of this 
ordinance shall be a civil violation subject to a fine.  The fine for a violation of this ordinance 
shall be no more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) for each offense.  Each act of violation 
and every day that any such violation shall occur shall constitute a separate offense.  In addition 
to the fines provided herein, the Town may enjoin or abate any violation of this ordinance by 
appropriate action. 
 
Section 6.  Severability: 

             Should any section, clause, or provision of this ordinance be declared by the Courts to 
be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or parts thereof, 
other than the part so declared to be invalid. 

Section 7.  Effective Date: 

 This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 
 


